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Plans for Pickering

AIRPORT ADVISOR IN PLACE
The federal government is moving ahead with
plans for the future of its lands in Pickering—
earmarked for a potential airport—with the
help of an independent advisor. Stakeholder
consultations are anticipated over most of 2016.
Dr. Gary Polonsky was appointed July 31 as
the independent advisor to Transport Canada
on the future of the Pickering lands. About
9,000 acres have been retained for a future
airport from the original 18,600 acres set aside
in 1972.
Polonsky has been mandated to consult
with stakeholders—private sector developers,
aviation sector operators, community Federal Pickering Lands—retained lands
are site of potential airport
organizations and three levels of government—
and gauge the interest in developing a Pickering
airport and whether an interim economic development use
should be considered. According to a release from Transport
Canada, the following discussion guide will help to shape the
consultations about the business case for a Pickering Airport:
1. Do you believe that any airport should be developed on the
Pickering Lands?
2. When and what type of airport do you believe should be
developed? For example, a large, international airport or a
smaller regional airport?
3. What information and action do you believe would be
required from the federal government to facilitate the
development of an airport on the Pickering Lands?
4. What would you identify as the key elements that must be
addressed in any business case for a future airport?
5. What are your expectations regarding consultations with
stakeholders during the planning and development
processes?
6. What, in your view, are the environmental considerations
related to the development of an airport on the Pickering
lands?
7. What role do you think the private sector should play in
developing and operating the Pickering Airport?
8. Do you think a public/private partnership (P3)—where
the private sector partner assumes appropriate risk for

a reasonable return
(i.e., financing or
operations)—is a
reasonable model
for the development
of an airport on the
Pickering lands? Why?
Why not?
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A final report summarizing the input received
during the consultation,
as well outstanding issues
is expected to be completed by mid-2016. nru

ANNUAL DINNER
ROBERT J. SAWYER
CITIES ON THE EDGE
OF FOREVER
A FUTURE-FORWARD JOURNEY
THROUGH OUR NEXT 25 YEARS

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015

Reception 5 pm | Dinner 7 pm
Fairmont Royal York Hotel
Canadian Room | Cash Bar
100 Front St West
Toronto, ON

To purchase tickets, visit
www.uwplanningalumni.com
or contact Caitlin Graup: 905.430.4306
Last day for ticket sales is October 30, 2015

Join us for an evening with Robert J. Sawyer!
An acclaimed futurist whose novels explore
planning subjects such as adaptations to scarcity,
changes to commuting and movement, and
settlement in inhospitable climes. A frequent
commentator for the CBC and BBC, The New
York Times considers Robert “a writer of bold
scientific extrapolation” and New Scientist calls his
work “scientifically plausible, fictionally intriguing,
and ethically important.” In celebrating our 25th
Anniversary, Robert will present his interpretation
of settlements in the near future and the emerging
forces of change that make them plausible.

